Salvage of exposed implants.
With increased use of tissue-expanders the incidence of exposed implants is expected to rise. Eight cases with salvage of an exposed implant are presented. At repair great care was taken to prevent tension on the suture lines either by reducing the volume of the implant or by using a skin flap. Seven patients healed without further complications. In one patient the implant had to be removed due to reexposure. We find that salvage of implants should be tried in suitable cases. If this procedure is not successful a traditional surgical procedure with removal of the implant only has to be delayed for a short time.